2008 Library Board Members:

Robert O’Reilly (President)
Dick Irish (Secretary)
Ila Olstad (Selco Board)
Jon Laging
Nancy Bryne
SueAnn Kinneberg
Tonya Arndt

City Council Representative:
Robert Sauer

Monthly board meetings held on the last
Wednesday of each month at 4:30 p.m. in
the library's meeting area.

Library Staff:

Elizabeth Anderson, Director
Barb Hanning, Assistant

507-765-4511
http://preston.lib.mn.us

1912

Librarians:

1908-1909
1909
1909
1910-1919
1920-1954
1954-1957
1957-1962
1962-1973
1973-1975
1975-1977
1978-1992
1992-1994
1994-2007
2007-present

Florence Kiehle
Cora Bigelow
Rose Arnold
Mamie Read
Blanche Hovelson
Violet Vischer
Dora Klein
Eunice Maust
Pam Grossbach
Betty Burreson
Margaret Morse
Steven Karlson
Janene Roessler
Elizabeth Anderson

Preston Public Library
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Anniversary

1908-2008

2008
Celebrating 100 years of service!



Early History

John Kaercher built the first gristmill
in  Fillmore County and named his colony
after his chief millwright, Luther Preston.

Fillmore County seat moved from
Carimona to Preston.

A Library Association and debating
club started in Preston.

Preston incorporated as a village.

Books for the Library Association
housed in the L.O. Hamre building.

Original books destroyed when the
Hamre building burned.

Electric lighting and waterworks
came to Preston.

A literary club known as the
Browning Round Table was founded. This
popular group grew in numbers and began
to solicit townspeople to establish a free
public library.

The Browning Club wrote to Andrew
Carnegie, asking the procedures for
applying for one of his grants.

Preston Browning Public Library
& The Carnegie Building

On March 2, under strong pressure
from the Browning Club, Preston village

council passed a resolution establishing the
"Preston Browning Public Library,"
promising to support it with the sum of
$150 for the first six months.

On May 11, the Preston Browning
Public Library opened in rented quarters
east of the courthouse. Miss Florence
Kiehle was hired as librarian at a salary of
$8 a month.

On June 22, the village council
passed a resolution, fulfilling Carnegie's
grant requirements: a suitable site for a
library building and a maintenance
agreement in the amount of 10% of the
$8000grant.

Controversy ensued over
procuring a site for the library. The Village
council instructed the library board to raise
money to purchase a lot.

On April 12, a mass meeting was
arranged by the library board and held in
the courthouse, pressuring the village
council to bequeath land for library
purposes so that Carnegie funds could be
received and construction begun.

Multi-purpose townhall/library
completed for a total cost of $13,979.

More Recent History

The library’s interior was refurbished
with new lighting and circulation desk. The
60th anniversary was commemorated with

open house/tea in April. The library began
receiving funds from the Driscoll
Foundation in memory of Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Hopp.

The exterior of building was given a
modern look with the application of metal
decorative pieces.

The library board approved
membership in SELCO for $5 yearly fee.
Non-resident fees charged were charged to
rural library users because the county was
not levying a tax for library service.

Donald Read (son of former librarian
Mamie Read) willed his collection of
classic books to the library.

irst public-use computer, an
Apple IIC, was installed.

The library became automated with
SELCO. Region-wide interlibrary loans
and electronic mail between libraries
began. Fillmore County began levying a tax
for library support and non-resident fees
were discontinued.

The library expanded into the old
town hall in a year-long remodeling
project, doubling its space.

Current collection includes 33,256
volumes. The library offers regular and
large print books, books on tapes and cds,
digital audio books, videos, dvds, music
cds, magazines and internet.



